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	Name: Maxine Simmons

	Post: Planning Policy & Regeneration Manager

	T:
	01933 231 985

	F:
	01933 231 862

	E:
	MSimmons@wellingborough.gov.uk


	 
	      Date       22 January 2015                 
	

	Earls Barton Parish Council

c/o Rosemary Smart

Clerk to Earls Barton Parish Council

83 Dowthorpe Hill

Earls Barton

NN6 0PY

Dear Ms Smart,
Earl’s Barton Neighbourhood Plan 
	
	


I am writing to you about the Earls Barton Neighbourhood Plan as a result of representations made on the consultation and the clarification provided by the recent High Court decision involving the neighbourhood plan in Uppingham.

The council’s letter of 30.1.14 should not be considered to be a formal determination on whether Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required or not.  This is because the council did not have the power to make such a determination because it was not the ‘responsible authority’ at the time, as required by the regulations. Until the successful outcome of the referendum, Earl’s Barton Parish Council is the responsible authority because it is the plan proposer. 

It is important to point out that whilst the council’s informal view is that SEA is not required, it disagrees with the reasoning given in  ‘The Earl’s Barton Neighbourhood Plan – Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Report Version 1 (4 October 2013)’ document  that came to the same conclusion. The council’s reasons and analysis for why SEA is not required are attached as Appendix A. Appendix A has taken account of the responses of the statutory consultees and should be used to inform the formal determination when required. 
This letter and accompanying appendix explains the approach taken by the council when recommending the need for SEA for the Earls Barton Neighbourhood Plan.   

Yours faithfully,
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Maxine Simmons

Principal Policy and Regeneration Manager
[image: image3.wmf]Swanspool House, Doddington Road, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire NN8 1BP 
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